
 

‘Inspiring a lifelong love of learning’ 

Brockwell Nursery & Infant School 
Purbeck Avenue, 
Loundsley Green, 
Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire, 
S40 4NP 
                               
Email:enquiries@brockwell-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk   
Telephone: 01246 232034                                Co-Headteachers: Ms Philippa Smith & Mrs Karena Moore         
                                                     Co-Deputy Headteachers: Mrs Karena Moore & Mrs Claire Littlewood   

                                                                                                             Monday 7th September 2026 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
Welcome back to the new school year. A special welcome to all those new to school. We hope that Nursery 
and Reception children enjoy their Stay and Play planned for this week. To all those who are returning – it’s 
just wonderful to have you back! We trust you’ve all had a lovely summer and are looking forward to the 
year ahead as much as we are. 
 

As well as welcoming new pupils to school we have new member of staff joining us. Miss Alderson will be 
joining us in Reception as our apprentice. We know you join us in offering them a warm welcome to 
Brockwell Nursery and Infant School.  
 
 

As always, we return to a busy term. The purpose of this letter is to give some dates for the year ahead plus 
a few reminders. 
 

A reminder to begin, in main school, doors open at 8:40 am and the school day starts with registration at 
8:50 am. Please make sure that your child is here to start the day on time. This helps us all to make a really 
good start to the school day and ensures that the children do not miss out on any learning time. If you arrive 
after 8.50 am please bring your child to the front of school, where they will be taken to their classrooms. The 
end of the school day, in main school is at 3.20 pm. Please collect from your child’s year group entrance/exit.  
  

Attendance – We strive for excellent attendance, as we know the positive impact regular attendance has on 
the children both academically and in terms of their wellbeing. Our attendance at Brockwell has always been 
extremely good, and our aim is for this to continue. We strive for every child to have 100% attendance, and 
we will continue with our weekly ‘Best Attending Class Award’, which is presented in our Monday 
Celebrations Assembly. The best attending class for each term will get a class reward. We will also be 
presenting attendance certificates when we break up at Christmas, Easter and the Summer, to all those with 
100% attendance.  
We are constantly seeking to improve attendance, and we ask that if your child has an appointment for the 
doctors or dentist in the mornings and is well enough to be in school, then please bring them in to get their 
mark before taking them to their appointment.  
 

As you will be aware we are no longer allowed to authorise holidays in term time unless exceptional 
circumstances exist. The government has stressed the importance of school attendance and that holidays 
should NOT be taken in term time and a system relating to this was brought in nationally last year (please 
see our Attendance Policy on the website). Our school and our Governors have a statutory duty to work 
within these regulations. We see the benefits of consistent attendance all the time at school. If you do need 
to request leave of absence in term time, for exceptional circumstances, please fill out the form, found at the 
front of school, stating why you think we should authorise the leave and hand the form in at the school 
office. All Leave of Absence Requests will be dealt with on an individual basis according to the exceptional 
circumstances stated on the application. 
 

From time-to-time your child may be too unwell to be at school, if this is the case, please ring the school 
office (01246 232034) on the first day of absence to let us know your child will not be attending school and 
the reason why. If we do not hear from you, we will contact you, as we need to know that your child is safe.  
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Medication in School – We continue to administer prescribed medication in order to support families when 
children are well enough to be in school but still need to complete a course of medicine. Parents are very 
welcome to administer medication themselves. If this is not possible, we do our best to remember to do this 
for you. Medication forms are in the main entrance. Please complete the form and leave it and the 
medication with the office staff. Please never leave medication in a book bag. If your child needs to have an 
inhaler in school, or has an EpiPen, please also complete a medication form and give this to the class teacher 
along with the inhaler/EpiPen. It is then your responsibility to ensure that the medication in school is in date 
and to bring replacements when required. 
 

Dinner Time – All our Infants are entitled to a free school meal; however we do also have children who wish 
to bring sandwiches. Please do not send any nuts/nut products in lunch boxes, as we have children with 
allergies in school. 
 

Helpers in School - We love parents/carers/grandparents to come in and help in different aspects of school 
life. Please give this thought over the next couple of weeks. If you are able to help – please see the class 
teacher.  If you are going to help more than three times in a month, we will require a full DBS check before 
you can start, which we will complete through school. 
We understand that not all of you can help in school, but please know that supporting your child’s learning 
at home, has an enormous impact. Daily reading for all and support with homework is invaluable. Class 
teachers will be sending information home through our learning platform Tapestry, so please look out for 
this.  
 

Gold Award Assembly We will contact you via our texting service if your child has received the Gold Award 
and you will be able to ask them about it! 
 

Safety on Site - Please help us to keep everyone safe, using the footpaths when arriving and departing from 
school. Those of you who were with us last term will be aware we have ongoing issues with the electric 
vehicle gates. Although during the day, the site is secure when these gates are open, the additional security 
the electric gates add is desirable. We were hoping to have then mended over the holiday, but this has not 
been possible. We will keep you informed about when the work to mend the gate will take place.  
 
We like to encourage children to use bikes and scooters to come to school and we have bike/scooter racks 
where children can leave bikes/scooters during the day. These are on the bottom of the playground, where 
there is space. This area is secure during the school day, but bikes/scooters are left at your own risk.  
If your child cycles/scoots to school, we ask that once they enter the school grounds they walk with their 
bike/scooter to avoid cycling/scooting on paths where there are children/adults walking. If you have a 
bike/scooter and can enter school via Ashgate Valley Road entrance the path there is wider and makes for 
easier access. We also ask that your child’s helmet is left with their bike/scooter or taken home during the 
school day – not brought into school.   
Please never bring cars down the drive and never walk down the drive. We spend a lot of time teaching the 
children to treat the drive as a road. Please keep children off the driveway and help us to keep everyone safe 
in school. 
 
Parking/driving has been an ongoing issue outside school. If you do drive to school, please consider parking a 
little further away from school, then walking, to avoid congestion. Whenever parking /driving outside school 
please do so legally and with due care and respect for pedestrians and local residents. We also ask that you 
turn engines off outside school and avoid ‘idling’ for the benefit of everyone’s health. 
At present we do not have a School Crossing Patrol Officer. Please be extra vigilant. 
 
PE Days 
On the days your child has PE, please send them to school wearing their PE kit. There are often extra sporty 
days and maybe changes and class teachers/office staff will keep you informed of any change via the school 
texting service and Tapestry. The regular days are as follows: 
Hedgehogs & Fieldmice  - Friday 
Rabbits & Squirrels – Tuesday and Wednesday  
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Otters & Owls – Monday and Friday 
 

Forest School 
Our Forest School sessions continue.   
Nursery will have sessions every Wednesday. 
Year One will have sessions on Thursday afternoon for this term. 
Year Two will have sessions on Friday afternoon. 
As Reception will not be having Forest School this term, they will be having Tai Chi sessions on Thursday 
afternoon.  
Please could you ensure that your child brings in a pair of named wellies to be left in school and comes 
dressed ready for the session. 
  
Breakfast Club & After School Childcare Club 
Our Breakfast Club continues and takes place in the school hall every morning. If your child attends please 
bring them to the main entrance of school from 7.45 am, and before 8.15 am if they want breakfast. Those 
who expressed an interest have been contacted regarding this but please contact the office for any enquiries. 
 

Our After School Childcare Club continues and runs from the classroom off the playground from 3.20 pm 
until 5.20 pm. Children are collected from the understore classroom each day except for Fridays when 
collection is made from the school reception at the front of school.  
Again, those who expressed an interest have been contacted regarding this but please contact the office for 
any enquiries. Booking for both clubs can be made via ParentPay.  
 

New parents will receive an activation letter for ParentPay at their child’s Stay and Play session this week. 
We encourage all parents to sign up for ParentPay as we use this for the majority of school payments and 
activities including uniform sales, consent/payment for trips etc. 
 

Parents have been sent information regarding after-school activity clubs this term for Year One and Two but 
do contact the office if any further information is needed.  
 
Reading in School. As always, we are offering meetings to Reception parents on Tuesday 15th September 
5:30pm - 6:15pm or Wednesday 16th September 9am – 9:45am. If there are any parents from Year One or 
Two who want to recap, please do come along. 
 
You may be aware that Ofsted have reviewed the way that they inspect school and a new Inspection 
framework was put in place at the beginning of last academic year. Being last inspected in November 
2022, we will be expecting our next inspection in the coming year. If you are interested, please see the 
link below for details of the gradings for the new Inspection framework as they have altered quite 
considerably from the last inspection. New Ofsted report cards and grades: a guide for parents… 
 
 

We know that there is a lot of information in this letter. We will do our very best to give information and 
updates regularly via our email and texting service. Class teachers will also send additional information via 
Tapestry. The dates for events that we have planned, so far, are attached. Please look at the website also for 
further information. We are always pleased that parents make connections with each other and use social 
media such as WhatsApp groups to support this. Can we just ask if you have queries or are unsure of 
arrangements in school that you contact the school office directly to avoid confusion.  We have attached ‘A 
Quick Guide to the School Day’ and ‘A Quick Guide to the Nursery Day’, giving key information at a glance!  
We hope it is useful. Please do speak to us/ring/email if you have any questions/queries. 
 

Kindest regards and looking forward to a wonderful year, 

          
Philippa Smith and Karena Moore 
Co-Headteachers 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbl0FvY976g
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Diary Dates 2026 – 2027 
Please find the set dates for the year so far. There will be further events added, particularly those 
arrangements around curriculum including trips/visits and some PFA events including discos etc. 

Autumn Term 1 2026 (7 weeks 1 day including 1 inset day / 7 weeks)  

Thursday 3rd September –staff working holiday in lieu of Inset Day 27.05.27 
Friday 4th September – INSET Day  
Monday 7th September - Children return to school – Year One and Year Two 
                                        Stay and plays for the new Nursery and Reception children 
Tuesday 8th September –   First intake of Reception Children  
                                       Children born between 1stSeptember to 30thApril start school  
Thursday 10th September - Second intake for Reception children. 
                 Children born between 1st May and 31st August start school. 
Tuesday 15th September 5:30pm - 6:15pm or Wednesday 16th September 9am – 9:45am Reading 
Meetings for Reception Parents and any from Year One or Two who want to recap 
Thursday 24th September 9am – PFA AGM in the understore  
Friday 25th September Macmillan Coffee Morning 
Tuesday 29th September – Image Theatre Company – Dr Dolittle 
Tuesday 13th October 3:30 – 6:30pm – Pupil Progress Meetings for all Nursery & Infant Parents 
Thursday 15th October 3:30 – 5:30pm – Pupil Progress Meetings for all Nursery & Infant Parents 
Friday 16th October - Braiswick Individual Photos 
Saturday 17th October – Big Autumn Tidy 10am – 12pm  
Monday 19th October is the start of Curriculum Themed Week  
Tuesday 20th October – School Disco – Year One and Two 3.20pm – 4.45pm  
Friday 23rd October – School Closes to children 3.20pm 
 

HALF TERM – 26th October – 30th October (children not in school) 
 

Monday 2nd November - School starts for all children. 
Friday 6th November – Wear something for Autumn and bring a prize for the Christmas raffle 
Wednesday 11th November - 8:15am or 3.30pm Reading drop-ins   
Friday 27th November – Christmas Fair in school for children 
Friday 4th December - Christmas Dinner Day - Christmas jumpers welcome  
Tuesday 8th December – Nursery Christmas Crafts Drop-in 
For families/carers of morning Nursery children are invited to join the children for crafts between 10.30 -
11.30 am. Afternoon Nursery children are invited to attend between 1.30pm -2.30pm. Full Nursery 
children will be asked to sign up for their preferred session. 
Tuesday 8th December in the morning – Reception & Year One Performances 
For families/carers of children in Reception - Hedgehogs Class 9.15-9.45 am. 
For families/carers of children Year One - Squirrels Class 10.30 -11.00 am. 
Wednesday 9th December in the morning – Reception, Year One & Year Two Performances 
For families/carers of children in Reception - Fieldmice Class 9.15-9.45 am. 
For families/carers of children in Year One - Rabbits Class 10.30 – 11.00 am. 
For families/carers of children in Year Two Otters Class 1:30pm – 2:00pm  
Thursday 10th December in the morning –Year Two Performance 
For families/carers of children in Year Two - Owls Class 9.15-9.45 am. 
Wednesday 16th December – Christmas Party and Party Lunch 
Friday 18th December – Carol Service for children and staff.  
Last day of term - School closes to children 3.20pm 
 
CHRISTMAS BREAK – Monday 21st December – Friday 1st January (children not in school) 
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Spring Term 2027 (6 weeks /4 weeks 4 days)  
Monday 4th January – school opens to children 
Wednesday 27th January - 8:15am or 3.30pm Reading drop-ins   
Tuesday 2nd February 2:45pm – Phonics Screening Check Meeting for Year 1 Parents 
Tuesday 2nd February - Year Two Year Group Assembly  
For families/carers of children in Owls Class 9.05 -9.30am.  
Wednesday 3rd February - Year Two Year Group Assembly  
For families/carers of children in Otters Class 9.05 -9.30am. 
Monday 8th – Friday 12th February Book Week    
Thursday 11th February – School Disco – Reception, Year One and Two 3.20pm – 4.45pm  
Friday 12th February – School closes to children 3.20pm 
 

HALF TERM – Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February (children not in school) 
 

Monday 22nd February – School Opens  
Tuesday 2nd March - 3:30 – 6:30 – Pupil Progress Meetings for Nursery & Infant Parents   
Thursday 4th March - 3:30 – 5:30 – Pupil Progress Meetings for Nursery & Infant Parents 
Tuesday 16th March - Year One Year Group Assembly 
For families/carers of children in Rabbits 9.05 -9.30 am 
Wednesday 17th March - Year One Year Group Assembly  
For families/carers of children in Squirrels 9.05 -9.30 am. 
Friday 19th March – Red Nose Day – Wear what you Want 
Wednesday 24th March - Easter Fair in school. 
Thursday 25th March - Egg Hunt for all children School closes to children 3.20pm 
Friday 26th March – Good Friday – School closed  
 
EASTER BREAK – Friday 26th March to Friday 9thApril (children not in school) 
 
Summer Term 2027 (7 weeks (inc. 1 bank holiday + 2 INSET days) + 7 weeks & 1 day (inc. 2 INSET 
days) 
Monday 12th April – School Opens  
Wednesday 21st April - 8:15am or 3.30pm Reading drop-ins   
Monday 3rd May – Bank Holiday – School closed 
Tuesday 11th May - Reception Year Group Assembly  
For families/carers of children in Hedgehogs Class 9.05-9.30 am. 
Wednesday 12th May - Reception Year Group Assembly  
For families/carers of children in Fieldmice Class 9.05-9.30 am. 
Saturday 15th May – Big Spring Tidy 10am – 12pm   
Tuesday 18th May – School Disco – Reception, Year One and Two 3.20pm – 4.45pm  
Friday 21st May – Annual Sponsored Walk  
Tuesday 25th May – Nursery Sports Morning  
Wednesday 26th May – Sports Morning in Main School 
                                      School closes to the children 3.20pm 
Thursday 27th and Friday 28th May Inset days – School Closed to Children 

HALF TERM – Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June (children not in school) 
 

Monday 7th June – Inset day – School closed to children 
Tuesday 8th June – School Opens for the children  
Friday 11th June – Dress for Summer and bring a prize for the Summer Fair raffle or tombola 
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Tuesday 15th June - Parents invited in to see children’s work 3.20pm - 3:45pm 

Thursday 24th June – Summer Fair – Junior Site 
Friday 2nd July – Reports out to Parents 
Tuesday 20th July - Year 2 Leavers assembly (in the afternoon)  
Friday 23rd July – 3.20 School Closes to children for the Summer holiday.  
Monday 26th July INSET day 
 
 
 
 


